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Take Action To Protect Children In This Fiscal Crisis!
Feb. 22, 2007
As Michigan’s economy continues to falter, lawmakers and Gov. Jennifer Granholm are struggling with yet another round of budget cuts. But unlike the previous years, this round of cuts has the potential to be the most devastating. Why? Because they’ve already cut more than $3 billion in state government spending and there isn’t much left to cut. 

Nonpartisan reports show that resolving the current year’s deficit of nearly $900 million by cuts alone would destroy many programs vital to the safety and well being of many Michigan families and to the future of Michigan as a whole. 

But you have an opportunity to stop these devastating cuts. YOU must make your voice heard as these decisions are made. Remember it is YOUR money they are spending and YOUR Michigan that is impacted. 

Send a letter to your local newspaper. Send a letter to your local legislator or to Gov. Jennifer Granholm.

Take action! Speak up!

Information below will give you tips on sending letters, including pertinent addresses. Also included are sample letters you might wish to copy. Feel free to add, subtract or tailor the letters to fit your story. 

Send a letter to the editor   

Each newspaper has its own guidelines regarding word count and required information to publish a letter to the editor. You should check your local newspaper’s guidelines before submitting a letter. You can find contact information for your local newspaper by clicking here. 
• General guidelines about submitting letters to the editor:

◦ Include your first name, middle initial and last name. Letters without names are not used. 
◦ Include the township, city or village you live in as well as a complete mailing address and day and evening telephone numbers for verification purposes. Only your name and community you live in are published. Newspapers are more likely to use letters from residents within their circulation area.  
◦ When responding to something published in a particular newspaper, include date the item was published, headline, and page number. 
◦ Most newspapers limit writers to one published letter per month. 
◦ Letters are subject to editing. 
• Sample letters:

To the Editor: 

Several writers have indicated an unwillingness to pour more money into broken state systems.  I agree, Michigan needs to reform some systems, including our tax system, and that must be addressed in this Legislature. But in the meantime, we cannot allow more and more families to end up homeless, hungry and destitute. Adding a 2-cent service tax to keep some of these basic and critical programs going is only the first step toward addressing Michigan’s structural deficit. We must expect more changes soon but we first must do no more harm to our children and families. 

To the Editor:

Like most Michigan citizens I have benefited from the slashed state taxes over the past 15 years. Although I’ve enjoyed the extra pocket money I understand that unless I start paying a little more in taxes, my state will crumble and it will impact me. Maybe the police or fire trucks won’t come as quickly when I call. Maybe the potholes won’t get fixed. Maybe our children won’t be able to go to college because state spending cuts have forced even greater tuition hikes. 

I know that unless I give the state a few extra cents here and there I might be living in a state that I’m no longer proud to call my home. And that’s assuming enough job providers stick around so I can keep living here.

To the Editor:

Gov. Granholm’s proposed 2 percent service tax would cost the average family $65 a year. Many families spend more than that in one evening at a restaurant. Couples often spend that much for dinner and movie. So what is 2 cents on the dollar for a haircut or car wash compared to making sure we have enough books for school children and enough protective service workers to help prevent another Ricky Holland or Isaac Lethbridge?  

To the Editor: 

Whatever happened to the belief that children are our future? If we still believe that why are so many in this state unwilling to spend the money on proven programs to help our children succeed? It serves us all to stop cutting state spending on education, child care, child welfare, health prevention programs and family preservation services. Legislators, put your money where your mouth is. 

To the Editor:

This morning I took a shower and made coffee using clean water pumped directly into my house. I then drove to work on paved and clean roads. I dropped my kids off at a licensed and regulated child care center. Tonight I’m joining friends for dinner at a licensed and inspected restaurant. And this weekend I might go to the library or take my kids to play at a local park. While I’m doing all of this I know I’m protected by law enforcement and can call on local officers if needed. 

So to the many people who think that because they don’t get welfare or Medicaid that they don’t use public services, think again. We use them every day and they cost money. We have to be willing to pay for them. As mama said: “There’s no free lunch.”
• Submission mechanisms for select newspapers: 

Detroit Free Press

E-mail: letters@freepress.com
Detroit News

Letters must be 250 words or less. Direct rebuttals to editorials may be up to 300 words. 

E-mail: letters@detnews.com
Fax: (313) 222-6417

Mail: The Detroit News, Letters, Editorial Page, 615 W. Lafayette, Detroit, MI 48226 

Lansing State Journal

Letters must be 150 words or fewer. 

Fax: (517) 377-1298

Mail: Letters to the Editor, Lansing State Journal, 120 E. Lenawee St., Lansing, MI 48919

Email: opinions@lsj.com
Online: www.lsj.com/contactus/ltr_editor.html
Ann Arbor News

Online: www.mlive.com/mailforms/aanews/letters/
Flint Journal

Online: www.mlive.com/mailforms/fljournal/letters/
Fax: (810) 767-7403

Mail: The Flint Journal, Your Views, 200 E. First St, Flint MI 48502-1925 

Jackson Citizen Patriot 

Online: www.mlive.com/mailforms/jacitpat/letters/index.ssf/
Grand Rapids Press

Email: pulse@grpress.com
Send a letter to your legislator

• Sample letters:  

Dear (insert legislator’s name here),


I am a voter and I care about kids. That’s why I implore you to stop cutting state funding. For the seventh year in a row, Michigan faces yet another budget crisis. Year after year of cuts have devastated programs proven to have positive impacts on children and families. Michigan cannot cut its way out of another deficit. I and many other taxpayers have benefited from many tax cuts in the past 15 years. We are willing to pay a little more to ensure the safety and well-being of our children and our great state. Please vote for the 2-cent service tax as the first step in much needed tax reform.  

Dear (insert legislator’s name here),

Whatever happened to the belief that children are our future? If you and your colleagues still believe that then you must vote to spend money on proven programs to help our children succeed. Please stop cutting state spending on education, child care, child welfare, health prevention programs and family preservation services. Put your money where your mouth is and vote for the children. 

• Sending your letter:

To find out which state senator or representative covers your district, click here.

Mail to any representative can be sent to State Capitol, P.O. Box 30014, Lansing, MI, 48909-7514.

Mail to any senator can be sent to State Capitol, P.O. Box 30036, Lansing, MI, 48909-7536. 

Send a letter to Gov. Granholm

• Sample letter:  
Dear Gov. Jennifer Granholm,


I am a voter and I care about kids. That’s why I implore you to stop cutting state funding. For the seventh year in a row, Michigan faces yet another budget crisis. Year after year of cuts have devastated programs proven to have positive impacts on children and families. Michigan cannot cut its way out of another deficit. I and many other taxpayers have benefited from many tax cuts in the past 15 years. We are willing to pay a little more to ensure the safety and well-being of our children and our great state. Please keep fighting for the 2 percent service tax and please make that only the first step in much needed tax reform.  

• Sending your letter:

Letters to Gov. Granholm can be mailed to State Capitol, P.O. Box 30013, Lansing, MI, 48909.

Michigan’s Children

428 W. Lenawee

Lansing, MI  48933, 517.485.3500

www.michiganschildren.org


